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God’s Word for our consideration comes from Luke’s gospel, chapter 5:1-11 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the 

word of God, he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He got into 

one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught 

the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 

nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve been working hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 

nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled 

both boats so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from 

me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so 

were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on 

you will catch men.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.  

You have to do it right! And how do you do it right? Well, you ask someone, of course. So that’s what I did, I asked Google. 

And that took me to takemefishing.org which said, “Do you want to know how to catch more fish? From setting hooks to 

choosing bait, to cleaning, the information you need is here. If you ever wanted to learn to fish carp, or even catfish, this section 

is for you.” They had me hook, line, and sinker scrolling through a list of how to catch all kinds of different fish. Because if you 

want to catch a fish, you have to do it right. It’s all about the bait, the hook, the time of day, the season of the year. You have to 

do it right if you want that live well to be filled with fish. 

Peter, James, and John did everything right. This wasn’t their hobby on the side, they weren’t average. This wasn’t their first 

time out on a boat. This was their vocation! They were master fishermen. Their livelihood depended on catching fish to make 

money to provide, so you can bet they knew the ins and outs of the Lake of Gennesaret. They knew what time of day was best 

for a good catch of fish. They knew the various “hot spots” on the lake and when each spot was “hot.” But sometimes, even for 

the best of fishermen, a night on the boat just isn’t your night.  

And that’s what happened for these three. After a disappointing night out on the lake exhausting every technique and every hot 

spot they knew, after pulling up empty net after empty net, it was time for that awful work shift to come to an end. That’s where 

our story picks up. Luke tells us, One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding 

around him and listening to the word of God, he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 

washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. 

Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 

deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”  

Put yourself into Peter’s shoes. You just had a long, hard day at work. You’re finally done and ready and willing to do just 

about anything else but go back to work. Then this teacher man, as Peter saw him, says “Let’s go back out.” Who says no? Then 

Peter answers, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything.” You can almost hear Peter’s response 

dripping with doubt. “This isn’t worth the effort. It would take a miracle for this to happen, especially right now in the deep 

water at this time of day! I can already see how this is going to go.” But Peter obliges and says, “But because you say so, I will 

let down the nets.” “Why not? Let’s just humor him so we can get out of these boats.”  

So, they went out to the deep waters and let down their nets. Luke continues, When they had done so, they caught such a 

large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help 

them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to break. Peter never saw it coming. This was the catch of 

a lifetime, possibly even a career-changing catch! You can imagine being in the boat alongside Peter and see the excitement in 

his eyes as he sees this huge catch of fish. Then excitement turns to worry as you realize not even your boat and the other boat 

of James and John can handle it. Then worry turns to fear as you remember the man in the boat with you. When Simon Peter 

saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’  

Do you see how Peter’s view of Jesus changed? Before, Jesus revealed himself as a teacher of God’s Word, but here he reveals 

himself to Peter as the Lord of the universe, the God of almighty power. And Peter changed how he addressed Jesus 

accordingly, first calling him “Master,” but now calling him “Lord.” That power Jesus displayed led to fear! Why? Because 

Peter, James, and John realized who Jesus is and realizing who Jesus is made them acutely aware of who they are: sinners. And 

even they were able to realize that they, sinners, had no business being in the presence of a perfect God. It’s easy for you and 

me to yearn for God to perform a miracle in our presence or show his glory so that, at least in our view, marveling at the wonder 

of God’s power would replace any doubt we may have and let that wonder confirm our faith. But the fact is that sinners, as we 

are, can’t handle God’s glory and power. When God reveals himself that way it just brings us to our knees because we aren’t 

anywhere near on the same level as God.  



The prophet Isaiah knew that all too well, too. Do you remember God commissioning Isaiah in our first lesson? Isaiah saw the 

Lord seated on his throne, high and exalted, with a robe whose train filled the temple, along with seraphs that were singing 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory. Then everything shook and the temple was filled 

with smoke. And how did Isaiah react? Did he say “Wow, what a cool God I have! This is a God I can serve as I am! Yes, Lord, 

I’ll go do what you said!”? No! He said “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips!” Do you see what 

happens to human beings when they come face-to-face with the presence of God? It leaves us ruined when we realize just how 

unclean we are because that is not a God we can serve as we are. How can we serve a God whose presence ruins us? We can’t! 

Peter and Isaiah knew that all too well.  

But Jesus doesn’t just reveal himself in power and glory. Jesus knew that in order for these men to leave everything, believe in 

him, and follow after him, it wouldn’t be his power and glory that would do it. Jesus knew the presence of power and glory 

would only make them cower in fear. He knew he had to reveal himself in a different way, and it took only three words. So, 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid.” “Don’t be afraid because I’m here to rid you of your fear. Yes, I am the God of 

almighty power, but I am also the God of mercy, grace, and peace.” That’s how Jesus chose to reveal himself most importantly 

to us, and thanks be to God that never changed throughout his life.  

Just like us, others would call for Jesus to display his power and glory to prove he was the Christ. Those who surrounded the 

cross of Christ mocked Jesus and said, “Come down from there if you really are the Son of God! Surely you have that power!” 

Jesus could have displayed mighty power and glory in doing just that. But Jesus knew that that power would do us no good. He 

knew the power that would change hearts wasn’t the power that caused amazement, but the power that flowed from mercy, 

grace, and peace. It’s that power that forgave our sins there at the cross so we would never have any reason to fear in the 

presence of God again.  

And look at the change! As Isaiah stood ruined before the Lord, one of the seraphs flew to him with a live coal in his hand that 

was taken with tongs from the altar. The seraph touched his lips with it and said, “Your guilt is taken away and your sin 

atoned for.” Then Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And Isaiah, now 

with a pure and contrite heart that came as a result of his fear and guilt being taken away and his sin atoned for, boldly answers 

the Lord’s call and says, “Here am I. Send me!” It’s no different with Peter, James, and John. When Jesus spoke the words 

“Don’t be afraid” then the three were able to get up and follow Jesus. And it’s no different for us, Christians. It’s only when 

Jesus reveals himself as merciful, as a God of grace, peace, forgiveness, with no reason to fear that our hearts find peace. The 

very thing that calms their hearts and ours and gives us the ability and desire and motivation to follow is God’s mercy and 

grace, the voice that says, “Don’t be afraid.” Only then is true service as his disciple able to follow.  

And as we follow, God has work for us to do. Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. What a call from our God! A high calling. An important 

calling. To lay our hands on the net of the gospel and be fishers of men is no small calling, and maybe those words “You have 

to do it right” are going through your head as you heed such a call. And maybe that idea of “You have to do it right” turn us into 

paralyzing ourselves from reaching out, waiting for the conditions to be perfect. As if the power of fishing for men came from 

us in the first place.  

Peter, James, and John did everything right the night before this miracle. They were seasoned fishermen; this was their 

occupation! For them to end the day empty-handed wasn’t necessarily their fault. Out on the boat with Jesus, there was no good 

reason why that many fish at that time of the day should be caught, except that the Lord willed it to happen.  

What a comparison that is to calling people to faith through the gospel! It takes a miracle every single time. As you and I stand 

ready to throw out the net of the gospel, has it happened that you have paralyzed yourself, waiting to “throw the net” until the 

perfect moment presents itself on a golden platter? I know I have before. What if I ruin the relationship? What if they don’t 

listen? Maybe this isn’t the time. Maybe I should wait a little longer. The beautiful thing this story teaches us is that we don’t 

have to have that mindset! We don’t have to wait until everything is just right for us to “throw the net of the gospel” because 

oftentimes the moment won’t be “perfect” and there we are with a beautiful message that never got shared. We can cast the net 

confidently even if situations never get to be ideal because God promises to use the power of his grace to change the heart. 

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t take deep care and put our best efforts into reaching out with the gospel, that is a God-pleasing 

thing to do! But we must understand that any success takes a miracle of God’s grace. And that’s exactly what God’s grace is, a 

miracle. Making disciples through the gospel isn’t done through the grand plans and designs of the people trying to make 

disciples, it’s done through the miraculous power of Christ. Every time. What a comfort that is for us who “fish for men.” It’s all 

in God’s hands from first to last. We are his instruments who proclaim the Word and God converts where and when it pleases 

him. It’s not dependent upon man’s effort, but upon God’s grace and mercy.  

God has revealed himself to us in a peaceful, gracious, and glorious way. Our sins are forgiven, and our guilt is taken away. We 

have a beautiful, powerful gospel to proclaim. What a privilege it is for us, then, Christian friends, to boldly answer that call 

from our Savior as Isaiah and the disciples did, to lay our hands on the net of the gospel and be fishers of men.  


