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When God promises, it’s as good as done! 

Luke 2:25-35 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 In the location I previously served, I learned something about low cost printing. The words, “It will be done 

in 48 hours, I promise,” doesn’t always mean it will be done in 48 hours. In fact, with one company I worked with, 

48 hours meant one week. That was the year I got our “Christmas for Kids” flyers the day before the event. 

Wouldn’t have been very effective to mail at that point. But after the first few years, I found one company that never 

failed to keep its promise to have my cards done on time. And knowing this meant I had much greater peace during 

the time that I was waiting for the order to be completed. Now if a printing company that keeps its promises about 

printing deadlines can bring a measure of peace to one’s life, how much more valuable is it when a God that always 

keeps his promises makes promises of forgiveness and a home in heaven.    

 Tonight, we are featuring three great Bible songs of Advent and Christmas. We heard the song of Zechariah 

in the lesson reading. Later we will sing Mary’s song – “Holy is Your Name.” Right now we look at the song of 

Simeon, a song about promises kept. Simeon, like all of us, had been promised that God would send someone to save 

the world from the consequences of sin. But God had also made him a specific promise that he would see this Savior 

with his own eyes before his death. What we see from the song of Simeon is that when God promises, it’s as good as 

done.  

 Luke 2:25-35 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 

courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 

servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother marveled at 

what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to 

cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of 

many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 From these few verses, we learn everything that we know about Simeon. Some speculate that he is an old man, 

but the Bible doesn’t even tell us that! Maybe it seems like there isn’t much here. “OK, Simeon was waiting for God to 

keep his promise. God kept it, he was happy, he left. End of story.” But if that’s all we take away, we’re really missing 

something.   

 Consider Simeon. What logical reason did he have to do what he was doing? God had made the promise that the 

Gentiles would be blessed through Abraham’s descendants thousands of years before. I don’t know about you, but if I’ve 

waited a month or two for someone to keep a promise, I’m pretty much going to give up at that point. I’m certainly not 

going to go wait around at their house for them to keep it, but that’s what Simeon was doing. Then consider his life 

circumstance. Why spend his waiting time at the temple? Why not go and do a few more impactful things? His country 

was in shambles, nothing more than a slave state of the Roman empire. And then look at the state of the organized 

church of his day. The high priest and his family had gotten their office through bribery. The religious group opposed to 

them – the Pharisees – were self-righteous and self-serving. The teachers of God’s Word had all but lost the teaching of a 

messiah who would be a savior from sin, and were instead looking for a military conqueror to lead them. But none of 

this shook Simeon’s faith. He trusted, he waited (how many people thought him a religious fool?).   

 And Simeon was right to wait. He was right to trust. Ultimately, God – as always – delivered. And look at the 

result for Simeon – peace for his soul. He says, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 

servant in peace.” Simeon was truly ready to die now, ready to die in the confidence that God had kept his promise to 

save the world, confident that the things he had done wrong, or the good he had failed to do in his life, was taken care of, 

confident that heaven was his. And that fact gave him peace in life.    



 Well, that’s not just Simeon’s peace. That’s our peace. We, after all, are the Gentiles he sings about whom the 

Lord has enlightened. We celebrate the birth of Jesus because that child is our ticket to heaven. No Christmas, no 

crucifixion, no crucifixion, no resurrection, no resurrection, no place in heaven. Think of that verse of O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel where we sing, “Oh come thou key of David come and open wide our heavenly home.” The same key that 

opened heaven for Simeon opens it for us, and with that key in our hand, we, like Simeon, can be confident that the 

wrong things we have done, the good we have failed to do, will not be counted against us. We, like Simeon, can be 

confident that heaven is our home. We too can be ready to die. We too can live at peace, but do we? 

 Would it be honest to admit that life becomes a cascade of worry and no peace? There are the present worries – 

the big things. A project deadline, a sports team tryout, a conflict with a classmate, a medical bill, loss of a loved one. 

These occupy our minds and our time. And what happened when one is resolved – how much peace do we experience 

before our mind is occupied with worry about the next big thing? And on those rare days where all of the “big things” 

seem to be under control, what do we do? We worry about the future, right? Will I be able to retire? What will I do after 

high school? Will I find a spouse? Will my kids be OK on their own? That’s the cascade of worry. And when we think 

of Bible people, maybe we say to ourselves, well it was so easy for them not to worry – to remember God has it in 

control. After all, they saw signs, they witnessed miracles. Simeon got to see the baby Jesus, right? Yes, he did, but what 

didn’t Simeon see? Simeon didn’t see an angel; the baby Jesus didn’t glow like a candle or have a halo. Simeon probably 

saw babies much like this almost every day being brought to the temple. He hadn’t seen any of Jesus’ miracles. He 

hadn’t seen the crucifixion or resurrection. He didn’t get to read Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. For a few moments he 

got to see a baby that God somehow revealed to him was the Messiah. And that was enough. His peace was so complete, 

that he was ready to die – to depart. He was at peace knowing that no matter the political climate, no matter the 

corruption, no matter his health concerns, no matter the losses he had suffered, God had it all under control and his future 

was certain.   

 Why? He knew that when God makes a promise it is as good as accomplished. All he had to do was look at 

God’s track record. Every time a promise had been made, one had been kept. God promised to rescue Noah from the 

flood – he did.  God promised to make Abraham into a great nation – he did. God promised to bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt – he did. God promised to send a Savior who would rescue the world from sin and death, and Simeon got to see 

the baby with his own eyes.  If God had kept this thousands-of-years-old promise to send that baby, why would Simeon 

doubt that the baby would accomplish the task given him? Simeon not only had peace in what God had already 

accomplished, he has confidence in what God would still do.   

 As we celebrate this season of waiting – waiting one more time for the celebration of Christmas, and 

remembering again our continuing wait for Jesus, we share that confidence in what God will still do. We aren’t in 

heaven yet, are we? Jesus has not come back yet, has he? He has not visibly destroyed all his enemies yet, has he? He 

hasn’t taken away all of our hardships and tears yet. But he will. Simeon knew it, and he went away in peace. We have 

even more information – we know what that baby accomplished. 

 What is threatening your peace this season? Job? School? Economic conditions? The war in Ukraine? Bitter 

polarization in our own country? Declining moral stances of many Christians churches? And maybe it’s not things 

around us, but things inside us. Our anger, our own bitterness, our greed, our regret, our guilt that threatens our peace. 

But what will our worry accomplish? Nothing. It just leaves us angry, cynical, and exhausted. And that has a secondary 

effect – it effects our ability and eagerness to share God’s peace with others.  

When peace is threatened and clouded over by worry, remember Simeon, remember what God did for you. Your 

future in heaven is set, and he promises that he will use all of the blessings AND the hardships you are enduring right 

now to keep you close to him. He’s promised it, and when God makes a promise, it’s as good as done. That’s what we 

mean when we talk about peace – and just consider how often we do that when we worship. After the sermon, when we 

dismiss from communion, at the benediction…and we mean it, God means it. He wants us to have hearts that are at 

peace. Yes, problems and difficulties and guilt do happen, and God isn’t saying just pretend that they don’t. But don’t let 

them steal your peace. Your peace lies in God’s promises. And when God promises, it’s as good as done. He’s proved it 

over and over again. AMEN. 


