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In the Name of Christ Jesus who displays unlimited patience with us, Dear Christian friends, 

 

Are you a patient person? 

Are you a patient person? Sometimes it’s hard to be patient in this sinful world.  

• How long will we be willing to wait for the driver of the car in front of us to realize that the light has already turned green? 

• Do we find ourselves impatiently watching the clock as we sit in the doctor’s waiting room and wonder how much longer it 

will be before the nurse calls our name? 

• In many respects these fleeting weeks and days before Christmas can be the most impatient time of the whole year.  

o People find themselves impatiently hustling and bustling about as they race from store to store 

o Then they find themselves impatiently waiting in long lines at the checkout counter.  

o Children impatiently wait for the first day of Christmas vacation.  

o Winter sports enthusiasts impatiently wait for the first substantial snow fall.  

o Those who fancy fair weather are impatiently waiting for springtime temperatures to return. 

 

Advent Patience 

When it comes to patiently waiting, the sinful world has its own philosophy for a life of patience. People may say, “Time heals all 

wounds so be patient.” Or others may ascribe to the idea that, “Good things come to those who wait.” While the world may have its 

own ideas about being patient or impatient, is the believer’s attitude much different?  

• The believer in Jesus views the season of Advent as a time of spiritually waiting with hope and expectation.  

• The believer’s attitude toward waiting is tempered with confidence in God’s quiet whisper of the promise, “I am coming 

soon!”  

• The believers of the Old Testament waited for the Christ-child to be born in Bethlehem.  

• New Testament believers continue to wait for the Lord Jesus to return in glory as the Judge of all.  

 

As we gather today during this Advent season, God’s Word wants us to know and believe that Advent is a time of patiently waiting on 

the Lord. 

1. Like farmers 

 

The End is near 

Ever since our Lord’s ascension into heaven the followers of Christ have been waiting for our Lord’s second coming. We might say 

that the followers of Christ have been living in a 2,000-year Advent season of waiting. For 2,000 years the Christian Church has been 

proclaiming the same message that James makes in our text: THE LORD'S COMING IS NEAR. THE JUDGE IS STANDING AT 

THE DOOR! Scripture teaches us that every sign marking the end of the world has been fulfilled.  

• It’s time for Jesus to come and judge the living and the dead.  

• It's time for the end to come so believe in Jesus Christ as your only Savior from hell.  

 

The End has not yet come 

But the end hasn’t yet come. From the time of the apostles, through the times of Luther and the Reformation up until now believers 

have been confident the end would come during their lifetime because of the rotten condition of this sinful world. But the end hasn’t 

come, yet! The scoffers are quick to make this point as they cast doubt on the words and promises of God. So, what are we to do? 

How are we doing when it comes to our Advent patience? Are you becoming impatient with the Lord? After all, it’s been two 

thousand years of waiting.  

• Two thousand years of wars and rumors of wars.  

• Two thousand years of immorality, lovelessness, and a low regard for the sanctity of human life.  

• Two thousand years of false prophets spreading lies about the way of salvation.  

• Two thousand years of preachers encouraging us to repent and be ready for Jesus’ return.  

• Two thousand years of reaching out with the gospel to the four corners of the world.  

Two thousand years and counting. Such a wait can certainly test a person’s patience, especially if you're an impatient sort of person.  

 

God urges us to be patient 

Today our God comes to us with his Holy Spirit and gives us this word of encouragement: BE PATIENT, THEN, BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS, UNTIL THE LORD’S COMING. Since our God knows that by nature, we are sinfully impatient, he uses a simple 

illustration from life to teach us Advent patience. James writes: SEE HOW THE FARMER WAITS FOR THE LAND TO YIELD ITS 

VALUABLE CROP AND HOW PATIENT HE IS FOR THE AUTUMN AND SPRING RAINS. As the farmer must patiently wait 

on the Lord’s promise to bring about rain and sunshine, seed time and harvest so must all believers patiently wait on the Lord’s 

promise to return as Judge of all people and carry out perfect justice. Jesus promises us, “Behold! I am coming soon” (Revelation 

22:12). God’s “soon”s and God’s “quickly”s are not to be calculated by our impatient arithmetic. 



God Is Patient with Us 

As we wait on the Lord like a farmer waits for the rains, believers need to be reminded of just how patient the Lord is with each of us. 

How easily do we lose our patience, becoming impatient, maybe even angry, with our spouse, our children, our boss, or our fellow 

believers. Yet daily God’s promise of patience and long-suffering flow from his Word. The Bible says, “The LORD is slow to anger, 

abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion” (Numbers 14:18). And elsewhere we hear, “The LORD is gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love” (Exodus 34:6). God’s patience, his slowness to anger, and his abounding love caused 

him to send his Son Jesus to be our Savior. God punished Jesus for our sins of being impatient. Every time we lose our patience with 

our spouse, our children, our coworker, or fellow believers, we need to realize Jesus suffered for that and every other sin. The 

enduring patience of our God reminds us again and again that he wants all people to come to a knowledge the truth in keeping with 

repentance and greater faith.  

 

2. Like Job 

 

Are we impatient with God? 

But as we battle with the sin of being impatient, is it just other people with whom we lose our patience?  

• Do we ever lose our patience with God?  

• Do we become impatient, if not angry, with God when we feel he is slow in answering our prayers?  

• Or maybe we lose our patience with God because we feel as though we are getting a raw deal out of life. We feel God isn’t 

treating us fairly. God is allowing too many setbacks, too many hardships, too many disappointments.  

 

Job’s life 

In the words of our text, James highlights the life of Job as one who endured an incredible number of hardships and struggles. James 

speaks of Job’s persevering faith in the Lord when he writes: AS YOU KNOW, WE CONSIDER BLESSED THOSE WHO HAVE 

PERSEVERED. YOU HAVE HEARD OF JOB’S PERSEVERANCE AND HAVE SEEN WHAT THE LORD FINALLY 

BROUGHT ABOUT. Job was a believer in God and his promise of the Messiah. Surely one would think that God would spare this 

believer all the perils of the devil. Yet God’s wisdom showed otherwise.  

• Job first lost his flocks and herds numbering 11,000.  

• He lost his servants.  

• He lost children; seven sons and three daughters.  

• And finally, Job lost his own health.  

If there ever was a man who had worldly reason to become impatient and angry with God, it was Job.  

 

Job’s Patience and Perseverance 

Yet we know that Job waited patiently on the Lord his God. Job said, The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; may the name 

of the LORD be praised. In all the events of Job’s life the Bible says that he did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. Rather, Job 

confidently expressed his faith in God’s promises when he said, “I know that my redeemer lives and that in the end he will stand upon 

the earth” (Job 19:25). Job confidently waited on the Lord’s powerful actions, and he was not disappointed. In addition to receiving 

once again many earthly blessings, Job received the gift of heaven through faith in Jesus. 

 

God’s promises overcome our impatience (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

Do we become impatient with our God? If so, then we need to hear once again of his power to remove all sin through his Son, Jesus 

our Savior. If we think God is treating us unfairly, he should for just one second treat us as our sins deserve and we would quickly 

change our thinking. When our sinful nature leads us to become impatient with the Lord because of the severe trials of life, it’s time 

once again to open his word of truth. There we find his many wonderful promises. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “No temptation has 

seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful, he will not let you be tempted beyond what you came bear. But when 

you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). And the writer to the 

Hebrews says, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (13:5). 

 

God’s Patience (Psalm 103:8) 

Wait patiently on the Lord because of his lasting promises. By nature, that’s impossible for us to do. But what is impossible for us is 

possible for God. God’s love, his long suffering, his patience for us as a poor miserable sinner causes us to be patient and long-

suffering with others and with our God. I challenge each one of you the next time you become impatient with your spouse, your 

children, your boss, or your God, stop what you’re doing, open your Bible and read Psalm 103:8, “The LORD is compassionate and 

gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.” Read those words and see if you can remain impatient and angry. 

 

Conclusion 

During this season of worldly impatience, know that your God is patient with you. Know that he is long-suffering, slow to anger, and 

abounding in love. He promises that the power of his Word will change the impatient to the patient today, tomorrow, and forever. 

Wait! Wait on the Lord! Wait on the Lord always! Wait on the Lord with calm and humble patience! Wait on the Lord with hope and 

expectation! Know that Advent is a time for waiting on Jesus as your as Savior. Amen. 

 

 


