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Worth It! 

Revelation 21:1-6 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Is following Jesus worth it? If you answer that question purely from the standpoint of life-dreams fulfilled, 

convenience, and avoiding pain and suffering, your answer might well be “no.” Don’t get me wrong, there are plenty of 

blessings that Jesus may bring when we follow him: a happy marriage and family, a job and income, a positive outlook, 

solid friends, but those are not guaranteed.   

 Following Jesus will not always result in fulfilling your life’s dreams. Maybe you married a Christian and 

were expecting a smooth marriage, but instead your days are filled with quarreling and fighting, and every day presents 

another obstacle to overcome. Maybe you work hard at your job, you show up on time, you work with the attitude of a 

Christian, but the company was sold. You are in your late 50’s and other workers are cheaper, so you are downsized, your 

retirement dreams dashed. Maybe you joined a church, expected to make good friends, and you’ve made some, but over 

time, those relationships deteriorated, hurtful things were said and done, now you feel lonely and a little bit cheated.   

 Following Jesus is not always convenient. It is an investment of time, and energy, and resources. From that 

standpoint, you might conclude, “It puts limits on time for my hobbies, it takes money out of my pocket, it puts limits on 

who I might date or marry, it means saying no to many of the things that almost everyone else is doing, it puts me in an 

awkward place sometimes when I’m with friends.  

 Following Jesus is sometimes the direct cause of pain and suffering. Hop on a website like Voice of the 

Martyrs and you can read their stories. A Chinese pastor risking life and limb to share Jesus with North Koreans abducted 

and killed. Christians in areas of Columbia threatened by gangs. The house of a Christian family in India intentionally 

burned to the ground while they worshiped with other Christians. The years of long conflict in Nigeria where thousands of 

Christians have been killed for being Christian. We don’t see this kind of blatant persecution, and maybe we forget that it 

is real, but it is. There are still many people today physically suffering and being killed because they follow Jesus. So, is it 

worth it? 

If we answer that question only on the basis of fulfilled dreams, convenience and safety here and now, well 

maybe not. But consider this: how long does the here and now last? There is tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, but 

finally, well, raise your hand if eventually you are going to die. Now raise your hand if you talked about your death with 

someone last week. Isn’t that interesting? Every one of us has this in common, but we rarely talk about it. Now if 

everyone here today, had been diagnosed with diabetes last week, do you think you would have talked with someone 

about it? If everyone in this room was going to receive a $500,000 check tomorrow, do you think you would have talked 

with someone about it? But we ignore death as if it isn’t really going to happen. And that makes a big difference when 

pondering the question, “Is following Jesus worth it?” Do you realize that the Bible itself says that if we ignore death, if 

we don’t factor it in, following Jesus is pointless? I Corinthians 15:9  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we 

are of all people most to be pitied. Ignoring and avoiding talk of death doesn’t get rid of it. It is THE ONE thing we all 

have in common, the one thing we can be sure is coming, and if you factor death into the question “is following Jesus 

worth it?” your answer will be altogether different.  

About 2000 years ago, there was a man named John who you can be certain was wrestling with the questions 

about following Jesus. This John was actually one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. He lived longer that all the rest of them. John 

had been a key leader in the early Christian church. He was there when 3,000 plus were baptized on Pentecost. He and 

Peter boldly refused to bow to pressure to stop preaching about Jesus – telling those who tried to intimidate them, “We 

must obey God rather than men!” John was there to witness as the Christian church exploded onto the scene, even the in 

midst of fierce persecution. But there was plenty of hardship and disappointment too. One by one all of the rest of Jesus’ 

disciples, his friends, and fellow missionaries, didn’t just die; they were murdered for following Jesus. John suffered 

through problems within the church as well: infighting, splinter groups, charismatic preachers who were more concerned 

about finding an audience and appearing intelligent than they were about preaching repentance, forgiveness, and eternal 

life through Jesus. John lived through several major persecutions of the church and the scattering of its people. And 

finally, John himself, the last disciple standing became one of the victims. He was not murdered, but instead sent into 

exile on an Island called Patmos, an old man, waiting to die with all the time in the world to contemplate, “Was my life 

worth it? Was this ministry worth it? Was following Jesus worth it?”    

God knew John’s suffering. He knew it would be easy for John to lose heart. So God shares a vision with him, a 

“revelation,” hence the title of the last book of the Bible, a vision filled with assurances that in spite of the present 

circumstances, in spite of appearances, Jesus is winning. In fact, Jesus has won the victory over those who oppose him.  

Jesus has defeated death itself. Following him isn’t just worth it, it’s the only thing that is “worth it.” But this revelation 



wasn’t just for John. God instructed him to write it down for every Christian after him who is downhearted and feeling as 

if the Christian faith has failed and the church dying, and for every human after him searching and wondering, is this Jesus 

worth following? Today we look at one little portion of that book that answers the question, “Is following Jesus worth it?” 

Revelation 21:1-6  Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”5 He who was seated on the 

throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.”6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will 

give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

It’s all about perspective. As I mentioned earlier, the Bible itself tells us that if only for this life we follow Jesus, 

we should be pitied more than all people. Do you know how that section continues? 20 But Christ has indeed been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 

alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will 

come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 

power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death.  

 At its heart, the message of the Bible, the teaching about Jesus is very simple, following Jesus is worth it because 

only Jesus offers the solution to the biggest problem that we all share. Death is the result of sin. We will all die because 

we have all sinned. Jesus came into this world to pay the debt we owe. For those who follow him, that is who trust that he 

did what the Bible says he did, our debt is paid, sins forgiven, and we will go to heaven after we die. And what will that 

be like? That’s what God’s revelation to John shares – it gives a taste, just a tiny taste of what heaven will be like. God 

will be with us – we’ll see him, we’ll communicate with him, there will be no more mystery, nothing hidden, no fear. No 

sadness, no more death, mourning, crying or pain. Stop and take that in. What does that really mean? No phone calls with 

the dreaded unexpected news, no more enduring the cruel insults of classmates, no waking up with the cold space in the 

bed next to you, no more waiting till the wee hours for a child do come home, no more fretting over the guilt of a sin that 

caused a lot of pain and suffering for others, no more watching your health an appearance decline, no more enduring sin 

being called virtue and virtue sin, no more disease, no more anything that causes pain and suffering, no more death. Is 

following Jesus worth that? Of course! Who wouldn’t want that?  

But it’s so easy to push that into the background, to cling to the here and now, and to stop following Jesus or at 

least to question it. It’s the mantra of modern society, do what makes you happy now! Do what makes the most people 

cheer you on. And we immerse ourselves in work, hobbies, achieving power and wealth, in getting the pats on the back 

from those who approve of our work or our take on things, and we avoid at all costs those things which might cause stress, 

pain, or actual physical harm, even if that means pushing Jesus into the background or away altogether. But then what? 

Whether death comes and you die a martyr at 40 or of a heart that just stops beating at 103, death still comes. Then what?   

Jesus is very honest when he talks about our time in this world. He says, “In this world you will have trouble.” But do 

know what he says next? Take heart, I have overcome the world.   

The Bible tells us that our trouble and hardship, pain and death is all temporary. If we follow Jesus, we will enter 

a heaven where all that’s wrong here, all that’s painful here is gone. If could go up to heaven for a few minutes and ask 

John, “Well, was it worth it following Jesus?” What do you think he would answer? Would you even dare to ask the 

question?  

 Today we will read the names of 11 Faith members who died this last year. For each one of them, I could point to 

a place where they once sat or stood here in this building. Though their lives were blessed and though we miss them, 

make no mistake; their lives were not without unfulfilled dreams, inconvenience, or pain. Their lives were not free from 

persecution. But if they could come back for a moment and we could pose the question, “Was it worth it to follow Jesus?”  

Would they say, “No it was too hard – no don’t waste your time with church. No, I wish I had done more and enjoyed 

more while I was here.” No, none of that even compares to what they enjoy today. And we know that, when we take time 

to pause, we remember it as we sit here in our church pews. We need to keep that reality at the forefront of our mind as 

we leave this building today and go back to the ins and outs of life, as we experience the unfulfilled dreams and the 

inconvenience and the pain and suffering that sometimes comes with following Jesus. When you are tempted is to say, 

“it’s just not worth it!”, remember the reality of death and its one and only solution. Remember John, remember the 13, 

remember the billions who have gone before – for all of them, for what they would have gained by rejecting Jesus is long 

gone, what they have gained through following him, never ends. Following Jesus is worth it! Amen. 


