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In the Name of Christ Jesus, Dear Christian friends, 

Human Courtroom 

Have you ever found yourself in a courtroom? How would describe your experience? The answer to that question has everything to do 

with the “Why” you found yourself in a courtroom in the first place. If you find yourself in a courtroom because you are doing your 

civic duty of serving on a jury, you may find your experience interesting and meaningful as you serve your community. On the other 

hand, if you find yourself in a courtroom because you are accused of breaking some law, your experience most likely will be stressful 

and exhausting. As the accused, you will have to deal with the accusing attorney, you will have to face the witnesses, and you will 

have to endure the many half-truths spoken against you. Undoubtedly, going into the courtroom as the accused can be a terrifying 

experience.  

God’s Courtroom 

If those are the emotions that one feels heading into the courtroom of a human judge, can you imagine what it is like for some to stand 

before, not a human judge, but the divine Judge of all on the Last Day? Today, Jesus gives us a peek into God’s courtroom. In God’s 

courtroom there will be no lies, no legal trickery, no deception – only truth. In God’s courtroom it won’t be a matter of sifting 

through all the evidence to decide whether a person goes to heaven or hell. The Lord God, who knows all things, will be able to look 

into a person’s heart and know the truth about faith or unbelief. Today, God Let’s Us Peek into His Courtroom as we listen to the 

Lord’s verdict based on the evidence and as we await the sentence. 

 

The Perfect Verdict 

Wouldn’t it be nice if our human courts would always make the prefect judgments of punishing the guilty and letting the innocent go 

free? Nice idea, but we know that doesn’t always happen. But on the Last Day there will be perfect decisions made by a perfect Judge. 

In the words of our text, Jesus describes God’s courtroom this way: WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES IN HIS GLORY, AND 

ALL THE ANGELS WITH HIM, HE WILL SIT ON HIS THRONE IN HEAVENLY GLORY. ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE 

GATHERED BEFORE HIM, AND HE WILL SEPARATE THE PEOPLE ONE FROM ANOTHER AS A SHEPHERD 

SEPARATES THE SHEEP FROM THE GOATS. HE WILL PUT THE SHEEP ON HIS RIGHT AND THE GOATS ON HIS LEFT. 

All will be present 

When it comes to God’s courtroom, Jesus is very particular in making sure no one will be missing. Jesus says: ALL THE NATIONS 

WILL BE GATHERED BEFORE HIM. Every human being who has ever lived or who will ever live will be miraculously gathered 

by the angels in an instant and brought before the heavenly throne of the Son of Man. No one can “slip through the cracks” of God’s 

court. No one can hide. All will be present. Even the dead will be raised. Then Jesus will separate all humanity based on faith in him 

as the only Savior of the world - sheep on the right, goats on the left. That is what God’s courtroom will look like on the Last Day. 

All have sinned 

Jesus’ words of judgment announcing the verdict bring with them both fear of the Law and comfort of the Gospel. According to the 

clear proclamation of God’s Law, all people by nature deserve to be among the goats – separated from God for eternity. The Bible 

says, “Everyone has turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 53:3). And again 

God’s says, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it” (James 2:10). We only 

need to go as far as God’s first commandment before we see our own guilt – “You shall have no other gods.” What does this mean? 

We should fear, love and trust in God above all things. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. We’ve not done 

that perfectly – not even close. There have been times when we’ve decided to do what we want instead of what God wants us to do. 

How many times have we chosen inappropriate entertainment, misused our bodies with alcohol or other drugs, held grudges, or 

slammed someone’s good name in the interest of making ourselves look more important? How many times have we been indifferent 

toward the worship of our God and the hearing of his Holy Word? God’s Word is abundantly clear, “All have sinned and fallen short 

of the glory of God.”  

“The Son of Man” 

These same verses from our text also comfort us with the Gospel. Jesus says: WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES IN HIS 

GLORY… The “Son of Man” is one of Jesus’ very common and familiar names for himself. We hear from Scripture how Jesus 

describes himself as the “Son of Man.” “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). When we hear the title the “Son of Man,” we picture Jesus in all his humanity, bleeding and 

dying on the cross for the sins of the world. And that brings us such great comfort as we find ourselves in God’s courtroom. Who is it 

that comes in glory and calls all nations before him and takes the judge’s seat? The Son of Man! It’s our Savior who died on the cross 

to pay for our sins. It’s our Savior who put his body and soul between us and God’s anger and let God punish him for the sins we have 

committed. The One who sits on the Judge’s seat is the very One who said these words, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:16-18). Do you believe that 

Jesus died for all your sin? Do you believe that Jesus is “The Way, the Truth and the Life?” When God’s Spirit has put such a faith 

into your heart, you don’t have to be afraid of what is going to happen on the Last Day because you already know the verdict – 

Declared not guilty. 

 

 



Based On the Evidence 

The evidence follows the verdict 

In the courtrooms of our land, the verdict that is rendered must be supported by the evidence presented. The same thing can be said of 

God’s courtroom – the verdict is always supported by the evidence. But unlike our human court of law, the evidence used in God’s 

court may surprise us. In the words of our text, Jesus speaks of such evidence: FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME 

SOMETHING TO EAT, I WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME SOMETHING TO DRINK, I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU 

INVITED ME IN, I NEEDED CLOTHES AND YOU CLOTHED ME, I WAS SICK AND YOU LOOKED AFTER ME, I WAS IN 

PRISON AND YOU CAME TO VISIT ME. If we are not careful in reading these words, it almost sounds as if the verdict in God’s 

courtroom will depend on the evidence of how many good deeds we did in our life. But when we carefully read God’s Word, we will 

notice that the verdict in God’s courtroom was announced long before the evidence was ever produced. That is just the opposite of the 

way it is in our human courts, but not in God’s court. In God’s courtroom, the verdict is announced first and then the evidence is 

revealed. One might ask, “How does that work?” In God’s courtroom, Jesus does not need any outward evidence to determine which 

people are his sheep and belong to him and which ones are the goats who do not know him nor believe in him. You see, in God’s 

courtroom the verdict is not based on the good works that man can see, but on faith in the heart that only God can see. And God 

knows the heart of every soul. For God there is no guess work when it comes to determining who believes in his Son for the 

forgiveness of sins and who would rather trust in their own earthly accomplishments to acquire God’s pardon. Faith found in the heart 

of a believer in Jesus is the evidence that separates the sheep from the goats.  

Evidence of faith 

It is interesting to note how the sheep, the members of God’s family of believers, react when the evidence of their faith-filled hearts 

and lives are revealed. In the words of our text, we read: THEN THE RIGHTEOUS WILL ANSWER HIM, ‘LORD, WHEN DID WE 

SEE YOU HUNGRY AND FEED YOU, OR THIRSTY AND GIVE YOU SOMETHING TO DRINK? WHEN DID WE SEE YOU 

A STRANGER AND INVITE YOU IN, OR NEEDING CLOTHES AND CLOTHE YOU?  WHEN DID WE SEE YOU SICK OR IN 

PRISON AND GO TO VISIT YOU?’  THE KING WILL REPLY, ‘I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE 

OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS OF MINE, YOU DID FOR ME.’ On the Last Day, in God’s court, these believers won’t 

be handing in their “scorecard” to God, highlighting the good things they had done. In fact, they will hardly remember them. But Jesus 

will. WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS OF MINE, YOU DID FOR ME. Why? Won’t 

God’s want people keep a record of their acts of faith? Believers aren’t doing these things for their glory nor are they trying to earn 

their way into heaven by doing them. No, their good works are a fruit of their faith and an act of appreciation for what Christ has 

already done for them. They are simply saying “Thank You” to their gracious God. That is just what Christians do. Faith, and faith 

alone saves! Unbelief damns. 

Evidence of unbelief 

Just as the evidence of faith is found the heart and life of a sheep, a believer in Jesus, so also is the evidence of a lack of faith found in 

the heart and life of a goat, an unbeliever. Jesus explains: FOR I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME NOTHING TO EAT, I 

WAS THIRSTY AND YOU GAVE ME NOTHING TO DRINK, I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU DID NOT INVITE ME IN, I 

NEEDED CLOTHES AND YOU DID NOT CLOTHE ME, I WAS SICK AND IN PRISON AND YOU DID NOT LOOK AFTER 

ME.’ THEY ALSO WILL ANSWER, ‘LORD, WHEN DID WE SEE YOU HUNGRY OR THIRSTY OR A STRANGER OR 

NEEDING CLOTHES OR SICK OR IN PRISON, AND DID NOT HELP YOU?’ HE WILL REPLY, ‘I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, 

WHATEVER YOU DID NOT DO FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE, YOU DID NOT DO FOR ME. Jesus uses these words to 

show that the verdict, which is based on faith, is a just verdict; it is supported by the evidence of no faith. In God’s courtroom the 

evidence clearly supports the verdict of guilt for the unbeliever. Jesus says, “Whoever does not believe stands condemned already 

because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:18).   

 

The Sentence 

The verdict is in. The evidence has been revealed. Now comes the sentence. THEN THE KING WILL SAY TO THOSE ON HIS 

RIGHT, ‘COME, YOU WHO ARE BLESSED BY MY FATHER; TAKE YOUR INHERITANCE, THE KINGDOM PREPARED 

FOR YOU SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. THEN HE WILL SAY TO THOSE ON HIS LEFT, ‘DEPART FROM ME, 

YOU WHO ARE CURSED, INTO THE ETERNAL FIRE PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS. THEN THEY WILL 

GO AWAY TO ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS TO ETERNAL LIFE.  

The sentence is final! 

When a sentence is pronounced in one of the courts of our land, often the accused will file an appeal, hoping for a second chance to 

plead their case. In God’s courtroom there will be no appeals, no second chances. Once the sentence is hand down it is final – end of 

discussion. Just as God lets us peek into his courtroom, he all lets us hear the final sentence.  

• For the unbelievers, Jesus only has words of horror as he describes their sentence: DEPART FROM ME INTO THE 

ETERNAL FIRE PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS.   

• But for the believer in Jesus there are the mansions of heaven waiting: THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU SINCE 

THE CREATION OF THE WORLD. Being in the eternal presence of our Lord God and Savior is the best part of heaven. A 

home prepared for God’s people.  

Conclusion 

Our day in God’s court is but a breath away. Thanks be to God there is no need to fear. We already know the verdict. We joyfully live 

with the evidence of faith every day. Thankfully we will enjoy the life sentence in heaven for all eternity. Amen. 


