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Jeremiah 23:1-6 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of
my pasture!” declares the Lord. 2 Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says
to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven
them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the
evil you have done,” declares the Lord. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out
of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture,
where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who
will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,”
declares the Lord. 5“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in
the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name
by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.

Did you notice that there were a lot of political ads on TV the last several months before Election
Day?  Ultimately, all of that was about leaders, right? The ads told us that if this candidate would
be elected, our lives would be better. Our taxes would be lower, we would be safer, our rights
and freedoms would be guaranteed. But if, horror of horrors, the other candidate was elected,
then our taxes would go up, we would lose money, we would be less safe and have less
freedom. So, after $115 million was spent on our governor's race and $126m was spent on the
senate race, some people would say that our lives are not really all that different if candidate A
is chosen rather than candidate B, which is debatable of course. My point is that we have
leaders in all areas of life:  government, work, family, school, even in church. Sometimes, those
leaders affect our lives a lot, sometimes not so much.

Today is Christ the King Sunday. We think of how Jesus is our king. This really does make a
difference in our lives. It makes all the difference.

WHY WE NEED CHRIST THE KING
1. Earthly leaders will fail us.

2. He gives us what we really need.

The obvious first point of these verses is that the earthly leaders of Jeremiah’s day had failed.
Instead of helping the people of Judah, they were out for themselves. They had exploited the
poor. They had denied justice to those who couldn’t defend themselves. Worst of all, they had
led the Israelites away from the true God to worship other gods--a religion that involved things
like sexual immorality and child sacrifice. The result of all this is that God was angry. In his
anger, the nation of Israel would be crushed by the Babylonians. They would suffer things worse
than any crime wave today and those who survived would be taken into captivity in a land far,
far away.

Many things from the experience of Jeremiah do not apply to us anymore. America is not God’s
people. Our leaders have nothing to do with our spiritual lives, and they shouldn’t.

But I think there are some things we can apply from these words. Sometimes, we get angry
about politics, leaders, presidents, ex-presidents, future presidents, political issues, etc. There
seems to be a lot of TV channels where people are shouting and getting worked up. Ultimately,



our earthly leaders--in government, our job, etc. are sinful. Some will be pretty good--competent,
honest, hard-working. Some will be poor. Some will be downright corrupt and harmful. God
would say: Don’t get too worked up about earthly leaders. Psalm 146 says, “Do not put your
trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.” In the end, they will always disappoint us in
one way or another.

II

But that’s OK, because we have a different leader. Everything said in the beginning of Jeremiah
23, criticizing earthly leaders, is not written so that we could complain about our bosses,
governors, senators, and presidents. It was written to contrast them with the real king. It was
written to focus our thoughts and happiness on Jesus the Messiah, Christ our King.

Because earthly kings had failed and hurt God’s people, God would take matters into his own
hands. “I will raise up a righteous branch,” he says. From elsewhere in the Old Testament, we
know that is a reference to the Savior who was to come. He is described as “A king who will do
what is just and right.” There will be no bribes, no corruption. Everyone will be treated fairly and
justly. “Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.” There will actually, truly, be no crime, no
threats, complete security.

How can this be? Jesus has come and we still live in a world with bad leaders and crime,
insecurity, injustice, etc. This is how: “This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD our
Righteousness.” He will be “the LORD,” meaning he will be God. He will be “Our
Righteousness.” Notice the word “Our…” What’s the point?

Almost every time I have heard a sermon on Christ the King Sunday, it is pointed out that we no
longer have kings. Why is that? We used to. It would get rid of ads every election cycle. It would
eliminate a lot of the messiness of our current political system.

Well, there’s lots of reasons we don’t have a monarchy anymore, and many good reasons. But
isn’t one of them just our natural rebelliousness? Why do we endlessly complain about people in
authority--our bosses, parents, teachers, politicians, etc.? It’s because we don’t like being told
what to do. We don’t want to submit to others, and ultimately, this is even true of God. We bristle
against the rules, against our pet sins. We squirm when God tells us we deserve hideous
punishment in hell for gossiping, profanity, drinking too much at parties, watching inappropriate
things on the internet, getting mad at our parents, spouse, kids, etc.--fill in the blank…

We don’t like being told what to do, even by God. We want to do what we want to do and we
want to think it’s OK. That’s just one of our millions of sins. Which means we are not right, we
are not righteous. And that means we can’t go to heaven to live in happiness with God.

And that, my friends, is why we need Christ the King. He gives us his righteousness. What is he
called? “The LORD our Righteousness.” He’s perfect and we get credit for his perfection. He’s
righteous and we get credit for his righteousness. As the Bible says, “God made him who had
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God.”

And that means we go to heaven, where there actually is no crime, no taxes, no fear, no sin.
There’s only security, and love, and happiness forever. That’s what we really need, and that’s
what we really have. That’s because we have Christ Our King.


